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Safety Tip of the Week 
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Nail Gun Safety 

In construction activities, nail guns have 
replaced the common hammers in wood 
framing. They are very easy to operate device 
and powerful.  They boost productivity for most 
nailing tasks.  But nail guns are still a leading 
cause of injury among residential carpenters and 
are responsible for an estimated 37,00 
emergency room visits each year. 

Puncture wounds to the hands and fingers are 
most common, but more serious injuries and 
deaths occur using nail guns. 

Nail Guns and Roofers 
Nail gun safety is essential in roofing work because nail guns are powerful tool that can cause serious 
injuries if used improperly. Roofers should always wear appropriate personal protective equipment, 
including safety glasses, gloves, and non-slip footwear. Before operating a nail gun, workers should 
inspect the tool for damage, ensure safety features are functioning correctly, and follow the 
manufacturer's instructions. 

How can We Reduce the Risk and Help Prevent Nail Gun Injuries? 
• ONLY use a nail gun with a single shot and full sequential trigger; 
• ALWAYS provide initial and refresher training for this dangerous gun; 
• IMMEDIATELY establish the work procedures needed to work safely in workplace tasks; 
• PROVIDE proper personal protective equipment, including eye, face and hand protection; 
• ALWAYS report injuries and illnesses; 
• DISCUSS workplace and industry injuries and near misses; and  
• SEEK MEDICAL ATTENTION no matter how minimal the injury may appear. 

 

PAY ATTENTION…NAIL GUNS ARE DANGEROUS! 
 


