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Safety with Hand Power Tools                                                                   

Power tools are a common part of our everyday lives and 
are present in nearly every industry. These simple tools 
can be hazardous and have the potential for causing 
severe injuries when used or maintained improperly.  

Everyone who uses tools must learn to recognize the 
hazards associated with the different types of tools and 
the safety precautions necessary to prevent those 
hazards.  

Safe Work Procedure: 
• Use the correct tools for the job. Do not use a tool or attachment for something it was not 

designed to do. Select the correct bit, cutter, or grinding wheel for the material with which you are 
working.  

• Inspect tools, power cords, and electrical fittings for damage prior to each use. Repair or replace 
damaged equipment.  

• Switch tools off before connecting to a power supply.  
• Disconnect the power supply before making adjustments.  
• Make sure tools are either properly grounded or double-insulated. Grounded tools must have a 

three-wire cord with a three-prong plug. This plug must be plugged into a properly grounded three-
pole outlet.  

• Don’t break off the third (ground) prong on a plug.  
• Don’t bypass the tools ON/OFF switch by connecting and disconnecting the power cord.  
• Keep power cords away from heat, water, and oil.  
• Don’t use light-duty power cords for heavy load applications.  
• Don’t carry electrical tools by the power cord.  
• Don’t disconnect the power supply by pulling or jerking the cord from the outlet.  
• Don’t clean tools with flammable solvents.  

 DON’T BE A FOOL…INSPECT YOUR ELECTRIC TOOLS!! 

 

 


