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Laboratory Safety - Labeling and Transfer of Chemicals

Hazardous chemicals present physical and/or health threats to workers in clinical, industrial, and
academic laboratories. Hazardous laboratory chemicals include cancer-causing agents (carcinogens),
toxins that may affect the liver, kidney, or nervous system, irritants, corrosives, and sensitizers, as
well as agents that act on the blood system or damage the lungs, skin, eyes, or mucous membranes.

Employers must ensure that no worker uses, stores, or allows any other person to use or store any
hazardous substance in a laboratory if the container (including bags, barrels, bottles, boxes, cans,
cylinders, drums, and reaction vessels) does not meet the following labeling requirements in OSHA's
Hazard Communication standard.

Permanent Container Labels:

* The identity of the chemical and appropriate hazard warnings must be shown on the label.

* The hazard warning must provide users with an immediate understanding of the primary health
and/or physical hazard(s) of the hazardous chemical through the use of words, pictures, symbols,
or any combination of these elements.

* The name and address of the manufacturer, importer, or other responsible party must be included
on the label.

* The hazard label message must be legible, permanently displayed, and written in English.

Portable (Secondary) Container Labels

Often, laboratory operations require transferring chemicals from the original labeled container into a
secondary container (e.g., beaker, flask, or bottle).

Portable containers must comply with the labeling requirements listed above if any of the following
events occur:

* The existing label on a container entering the workplace from a supplier has been removed,
altered, or defaced.

* The material is not used within the work shift of the individual who makes the transfer.

* The worker who made the transfer leaves the work area.

* The container is moved to another work area and is no longer in the possession of the worker who
filled the container.

¢ UNLIMITED, Inc. 1-888-309-SAFE | www.safetyunlimited.com | info@safetyunlimited.com 1
2139 Tapo Street, Suite 229, Simi Valley, CA 93063-3478

© 2018 Safety Unlimited, Inc.



Weekly Safety Meeting

Labels on portable containers are not required if the worker who made the transfer uses all of the
contents during the work shift.

When a secondary container is used for longer than one shift or does not meet the requirements
outlined in the Permanent Container Labels section above, a label needs to be applied to the
secondary container.

This label must contain two key pieces of information: the identity of the hazardous chemical(s) in the
container (e.g., chemical name) and the hazards present.
Replacement Container Label

The existing label on a container entering the workplace from a supplier must not be removed,
altered, or defaced. If a chemical container’s original label must be replaced, the new label must
contain the same information as the original. Only use labels, ink, and markings that are not soluble
in the liquid content of the container.

Successful lab analysts will put safety as the first priority!!
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Safety Meeting Sign-In Sheet

Supervisor: Subject:

Location: Date:

Conducted By: Trainer Signature:

Name (print clearly) Signature Comments / Safety Concerns / Training Requests
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